







March 23, 2011
The Hon. XXXXX

State Representative (Senator), House (Senate) District XX

Xxx

Xxx

Dear Rep. XXX:

  I am writing to ask you to OPPOSE HB 2986, which is an unwarranted assault on the ability of labor unions to speak out on issues that affect working families.

  HB 2986 would criminalize the use of dues money to lobby, to publish our views on political issues and even to meet with officeholders at political events. The law does not apply to corporations, which engage in similar political activities.

  As you know, current law already bars the use of union dues for political contributions to candidates, and we have separate political action committees for that purpose. But union members expect our leadership to advocate in the public arena. That’s how unions led the way to the 40-hour work week, minimum wage, health coverage, Social Security, pensions and workplace safety laws.

  In Texas, union members join voluntarily, have a democratic voice in how the union runs and already have a federal right to withhold the portion of their dues that goes to politics. HB 2986 is no more than a one-sided attack on workers. By setting up a costly and punitive system of reports and individualized consents, HB 2986 would price unions out of the ability to represent their members on the issues of the day and subject union officers to jail time if they fail to jump through every contrived hoop.
  Please vote AGAINST HB 2986 to preserve free speech rights for working families in Texas. Thank you.









Sincerely,

